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TO  THE.  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  FOR  SCOTLAND  AND 
THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  RENFREW 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Local 
Government  (Scotland)  Acts,  and  of  the  Department  of  Health 
for  Scotland  I beg  to  present  the  Report  on  public  health  and 
welfare  administration  in  the  County  of  Renfrew  for  the  year 
1954  The  form  of  the  Report  differs  slightly  from  that  of 
previous  years  In  a Circular  dated  15th  December.  1954  the 
Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  set  forth  the  information 
which  they  wish  to  obtain  from  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and 
Sanitary  Inspectors  and  effect  has  been  given  to  that  in  this 
Report  The  work  of  the  department  has  gone  on  steadily  during 
the  year  but  two  matters  of  special  importance  might  be 
mentioned  here.  The  first  is  the  dissolution  of  the  Day 
Nursery  at  Johnstone  which  closed  on  31st  July,  1954  after 
twelve  years  of  worthwhile  social  service  The  second  is  the 
assumption  by  local  authorities  of  the  responsibility  for  the 
distribution  of  welfare  foods  formerly  distributed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food  Further  reference  to  this  service  is  made  in 
the  text  of  the  Report 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

J S M GRAY 


County  Medical  Officer 
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COUNTY  OF  RENFREW 


ANNUAL  REPORT  BY  THE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1954. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


POPULATION 

The  last  annual  census  in  Great  Britain  was  conducted  in 
1951.  At  that  census  the  population  of  the  County  was  found  to 
be  133,657.  Of  that  number  78,529  resided  in  the  Landward  part 
of  the  County  and  55,128  resided  in  the  Burghs  of  Renfrew 
Johnstone,  Barrhead,  and  Gourock  The  population  figures  for 
these  districts  for  the  years  1953  and  1954  as  estimated  by 
the  Registrar  General  are  shown  in  the  following  Table 


County  Landward 
Burgh  of  Renfrew 
Burgh  of  Johnstone 
Burgh  of  Barrhead 
Burgh  of  Gourock 


1953 


77, 924 
17, 699 
16, 321 
13,  4 16 
9,  302 

134, 662 


1954 

77, 583 
17, 599 
16,  219 
13, 426 
9,  256 

134, 083 


BIRTH  RATES 

The  number  of  births  during  the  year  was  2,, 264.  This  is 
an  increase  of  19  over  last  year’s  figure.  Details  of  the 
births  and  still-births  in  the  Landward  area  and  Small  Burghs 
are  shown  in  Table  A in  the  Appendix  to  the  Report  The  birth 
rate  in  the  County  Landward  and  Small  Burghs  was  16,9  which  is 
slightly  less  than  the  figure  for  the  country  as  a whole  The 
provisional  Scottish  figure  for  1954  is  18  per  thousand  of  the 
population  Details  of  the  figures  for  the  separate  areas  are 
shown  in  the  Table  below 

1953  1954 


Birth-Rate 

Birth-Rate 

per  1,000 

per  1 000 

Bi rths 

of  Population 

Births 

of  Population 

County 

Landward 

1 127 

14  4 

1 142 

14  7 

Burgh 

of  Renfrew 

308 

17  4 

325 

18.  5 

Burgh 

of  Johnstone 

375 

23  0 

335 

20.  7 

Burgh 

of  Barrhead 

268 

20.  0 

316 

23  5 

Burgh 

of  Gourock 

167 

17.  9 

146 

15.  7 

2,  245 

16. 7 

2,  264 

16  9 

2 


DEATH  RATES 

The  number  of  deaths  and  the  death  rates  for  the  several 
areas  are  shown  in  the  Table  below. 


1953  1954 


Death-Rate 

Death  -Rate 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

Deaths 

of  Population 

Deaths 

of  Population 

County  Landward 

880 

11.  2 

897 

11.6 

Burgh  of  Renfrew 

165 

9.  3 

202 

11.  5 

Burgh  of  Johnstone 

142 

8.  7 

141 

8.7 

Burgh  of  Barrhead 

144 

10.  7 

141 

10.  5 

Burgh  of  Gourock 

139 

14.9 

144 

15.  5 

1,  470 

10.  9 

1.  525 

11.  4 

In  Table  B 

in  the 

Appendix  to 

this  Report 

is  shown  an 

analysis  of  the  deaths  according  to  age  and  cause  The  Table 
on  page  3 of  the  Report  shows  the  deaths  from  all  infectious 
diseases,  from  malignant  disease  and  from  the  circulatory  and 
respiratory  groups  of  disease  over  the  last  fifteen  years  The 
deaths  from  infectious  diseases  continue  at  a* low  figure  and 
for  the  fifth  year  in  succession  there  have  been  no  deaths 
from  diphtheria.  The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  is  the  same  as 
for  last  year  when  it  was  the  lowest  yet  recorded  The  deaths 
from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  remain  very  low  The  disturbing 
feature  of  this  table  is  the  continued  rise  in  deaths  from 
malignant  disease.  It  is  intended  in  future  reports  to  separate 
this  figure  to  show  the  number  of  deaths  from  lung  tumour.  The 
increasing  incidence  of  tumours  of  the  lung  is  a feature  of 
the  present  trend  of  disease  and  one  on  which  much  attention 
is  being  focussed  today,  especially  in  view  of  statistical 
evidence  which  is  accumulating  of  the  influence  on  lung  tumour 
of  tobacco  smoking 


TOTAL  DEATHS 
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DEATHS  FROM  PRINCIPAL  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Influenza  ...  ...  ... 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 
Non -Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
Syph ills  ...  ...  . . . 
Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 
Whooping  Cough  ...  ... 
Other  Infectious  Diseases  . 
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PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE . 

This  section  deals  with  infectious  diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis  which  is  dealt  with  in  another  part  of  the  Report. 

There  were  674  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during 
the  year  Last  year  the  number  was  758.  The  difference  is 
principally  accounted  for  by  a decline  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  scarlet  fever  and  of  primary  pneumonia  There  were  no  cases 
of  diphtheria  during  the  year  There  were  21  cases  of  polio- 
; myelitis  notified  during  the  year.  17  of  these  were  confirmed. 
This  was  10  confirmed  cases  more  than  last  year  The  first 
•case  was  notified  in  May  and  the  last  in  December.  This  last 
scase  a boy  of  7 was  the  only  fatal  case  The  cases  occurred 
-airly  evenly  throughout  the  year  from  May  to  December  except 
-for  October  when  there  were  6 2 of  the  cases  were  notified 

^subsequently  by  hospital  authorities  as  being  non -paralytic  in 
ype  Visits  were  paid  to  the  households  of  all  notified  cases 
sand  particulars  obtained  In  no  case  was  any  definite  source 
-of  infection  found.  To  assist  householders  to  maintain  the 
-best  standards  of  hygiene,  the  following  leaflet  was  left  in 
seach  case 


Poliomyelitis  (Infantile  Paralysis) 

Advice  to  Contacts 

Poliomyelitis  is  an  infectious  disease  affecting  the 
nervous  system  In  some  cases  it  leaves  no  trace  of  damage  but 
Jn  other  cases  it  leaves  a paralysis  of  the  muscles  of  arm  or 
eg  or  both  which  varies  from  slight  to  severe  in  character 

This  notice  is  sent  to  you  because  recently  you  or  your 
•hildren  may  have  been  in  contact  with  the  infection  of 
‘Poliomyelitis  There  are  certain  precautions  you  can  and 
hould  take  which  will  tend  to  lessen  the  risk  of  infection 
►>ome  of  these  rules  may  not  be  easy  for  you  or  your  children 
r carr>  out  but  you  should  in  your  own  interests  and  in  the 
interests  of  others  follow  them  as  far  as  you  can  for  the  next 
iwo  weeks  and  in  the  case  of  number  4.  for  three  weeks 


1. 


6 


1.  Wash  your  hands  thoroughly  after  using  the  water  closet 
and  before  you  handle  food.  Keep  your  finger  nails  short 
and  clean.  This  rule  is  most  important. 

2.  Do  not  share  your  towel,  toothbrush,  or  nail  brush  with 
others. 

3.  When  your  handkerchief  is  soiled,  change  it  and  put  the 
dirty  one  in  water  until  it  can  be  boiled. 

4.  Keep  away  from  crowded  places  (cinemas,  circuses,  gala 
days  and  such  like)  and  do  not  travel  by  public  transport1 
unless  you  must.  Particularly,  keep  away  from  public  baths1 
and  paddling  ponds. 

5.  Live  in  the  fresh  air  as  much  as  you  can. 

6.  As  far  as  possible,  both  children  and  adults  should  avoid 
strenuous  work  and  exercise. 

If  you  are  unwell,  even  if  you  only  feel  the  least  bit 

off  colour,  consult  your  family  doctor.  Let  him  know  that  you 

have  been  a contact  of  a case  of  Poliomyelitis. 


(Sgd.)  J.S.M.  GRAY, 
County  Medical  Officer . 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - HOSPITAL  REMOVALS 


The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  including  all 
forms  of  tuberculosis,  notified  during  the  year,  the  number  of 


•f 


532.5- 


Disease 

i:erebro-Spinal  Meningitis, 

|:hickenpox .... 

Continued  Fever, 

jiiphther  ia,  ... 

jysentery,  ... 

:ncepha  li  t is  Lethargies 

Srys ipe las .... 

siastro  Enteritis, 

ialar ia , ... 

'leas  1 es  , ... 

.iphthalmia  Neonatorum, 

tfara.  Typhoid  B.  , 

Tneumonia,  Influenzal, 

tfneumonia,  not  otherwis 
inotifiable,  ... 

ineumonia,  Primary, 

•oliomyelitis, 

puerperal  Fever, 

luerperal  Pyrexia, 

fulmonary  Tuberculosis, 

« on- pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

scar  let  Fever  , 

setanus,  ... 

?ypho id  Fev  e r , 

"ndulant  Fever  , 

'hooping  Cough, 

«ther  Diseases  , 


cases 

removed  are 

shown  in  the 

percentage  of  cases 

removed  was 

-as  es 

Cases 

removed  to 
Hospital 

Percentage 
of  Cases 
removed  to 
Hospital 

12 

12 

100.0 

6 

5 

83.  3 

1 

1 

100.  0 

15 

9 

60 . 0 

2 

2 

100  . 0 

18 

3 

16.6 

14 

14 

100.  0 

4 

3 

75.  0 

7 

6 

85.7 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

8 

2 

25.  0 

30 

29 

96.  6 

101 

78 

77.2 

17 

15 

88  . 2 

3 

3 

100. 0 

6 

4 

66.  6 

182 

123 

67  6 

29 

20 

68.9 

236 

189 

82.  1 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100. 0 

2 

2 

100.  0 

151 

13 

8.  6 

36 

34 

94.4 

885 

569 

64.  3 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  OCCURRING  IN 
PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS 


No.  of  Case:) 
Number  removed  to! 

of  Cases  Hospital  I 


Bridge  of  Weir  Sanatorium. 

Influenzal  Pneumonia,  ...  ...  1 


Cros s l ees  House,  Thornl i e bank . 

Whooping  Cough,  ...  ...  3 
Sonne  Dysentery,  ...  ...  2 
Rubella,  ...  •••  •••  1 


Caldwell  House,  Uplawmoor , 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  ...  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  ...  1 


Dykebar  Mental  Hospital . 

Erysipelas,  ...  ...  • 3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  . . 1 


Erskine  Hospital . 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  ...  5 


Epileptic  Colony , 

Bridge  of  Weir. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  . 1 


Orphan  Homes  of  Scotland, 

Bridge  of  Weir . 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  ...  1 

Rockwood  House,  Barrhead . 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  ...  1 

St.  Jos  eph ' s College,  Lochwinnoch. 
Pneumonia,  ...  ...  ...  1 


Tota  Is  , 


22 


12 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  SCHEME 

I have  commented  more  than  once  in  these  Reports  on  the 
ailure  to  obtain  a satisfactory  percentage  of  children 
.mmunised  against  diphtheria.  This  year  there  were  no  cases  of 
liphtheria  in  the  County  but  pleasure  at  this  happy  state  is 
empered  by  the  knowledge  that  we  have  too  many  children  under 
i years  unprotected  and  the  absence  of  diphtheria  in  our  midst 
.is  due  to  factors  other  than  immunisation.  Propaganda  has 
ailed  to  increase  the  response.  The  Table  printed  below  shows 
;he  number  immunised  and  the  number  of  maintenance  (booster) 
.noculations  given.  The  numbers  are  substantially  the  same  as 
Last  year  except  for  the  maintenance  inoculations  which  have 
declined  by  334. 


of  Birth 

D iph ther ia 
I mm  unis  at  ion 

Combined 
Whooping  Cough 
and  Diphtheria 
I mmunisat ion 

Main  tens 
I nocu la  t 

1954 

6 

116 

- 

1953 

117 

867 

- 

1952 

37 

155 

3 

1951 

19 

34 

2 

1950 

24 

27 

24 

1949 

120 

27 

748 

1948 

172 

4 

352 

1947 

42 

- 

57 

1946 

7 

1 

15 

1945 

3 

- 

16 

1944 

13 

- 

55 

1943 

3 

- 

1 5 

1942 

1 

- 

5 

1941 

3 

- 

25 

1940 

1 

- 

18 

1939 

or  earlier 

2 

- 

12 

570 

1 , 231 

1 , 347 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Report  by  Dr.  J,  7\  If,  Reid 

The  large  Burgh  of  Port  Glasgow  combines  with  the  Cou; 
Council  for  the  operation  of  the  Tuberculosis  Service, 
total  population  served  is  156.740  made  up  by  the  Cou. 
population  of  134,083  and  the  Port  Glasgow  population 
22,657.  233  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  wi 
received  during  the  year  an  increase  of  13  from  last  yea; 
figure.  For  the  County  and  Small  Burghs  it  is  an  increase 
20  and  for  the  Burgh  of  Port  Glasgow  a decrease  of  7.: 
notifications  of  non-pulmonar.y  tuberculosis  were  received 
increase  of  7 from  the  previous  year  (County  2 Port  Glasgow 
The  undernoted  tables  show  the  incidence  of  the  pulmonary  ; 
non-pulmonary  forms  over  the  past  seven  years  in  Table  A.  i 
over  the  period  since  1930  in  Table  B. 

NUMBER  OP  CASES  NOTIFIED  FOR  SEVEN  YEARS. 

TABLE  A 


(a)  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


1 948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1 

County , ... 

82 

91 

106 

108 

96 

71 

| 

Burghs  - 

Renfrew , ... 

33 

35 

47 

23 

27 

22 

Joh  ns  t one  .... 

43 

20 

32 

3 1 

39 

37 

Barrhead . ... 

25 

38 

32 

41 

19 

15 

Gour  ock, 

17 

18 

23 

22 

23 

17 

1 

Port  Glasgow, 

41 

58 

38 

75 

84 

58 

C 

241 

260 

278 

300 

288 

220 

21 

(b)  Non 

- Pulmonary  Tub 

erculosis 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

_U 

C ounty , ... 

17 

15 

13 

19 

7 

12 

] 

Burghs  - 

Renfrew,  ... 

6 

5 

2 

2 

2 

7 

Johns t one  , . . . 

7 

3 

3 

1 

2 

4 

Bar r head , ... 

5 

4 

6 

2 

2 

3 

Gour  ock,  ... 

2 

5 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Port  Glasgow, 

1 1 

8 

6 

7 

7 

2 

48 

40 

32 

32 

23 

29 

3 
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TABLE  B. 
NOTIFICATIONS 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


County 

Port  Glasgow 

County 

Port  Glasgow 

30 

72 

25 

41 

10 

>31 

90 

38 

61 

17 

•32 

96 

21 

54 

8 

.33 

122 

20 

52 

1 1 

(34 

111 

35 

42 

14 

:35 

90 

18 

33 

13 

>36 

1 1 1 

20 

40 

1 1 

.37 

105 

18 

34 

10 

>38 

87 

28 

35 

6 

:39 

108 

29 

44 

8 

>40 

125 

25 

40 

1 1 

>41 

171 

29 

50 

5 

>42 

134 

38 

37 

8 

(43 

201 

38 

43 

12 

>44 

183 

34 

47 

5 

145 

267 

4 1 

47 

15 

(46 

183 

40 

30 

5 

(47 

192 

45 

39 

10 

(48 

200 

41 

42 

6 

(49 

202 

58 

35 

5 

950 

240 

38 

30 

2 

951 

225 

75 

25 

7 

952 

204 

84 

16 

7 

953 

162 

58 

27 

2 

954 

182 

51 

29 

7 

12 


REGISTER  OF  CASES 


The  Tables  given  below  show  the  number  of  cases  on  tl 
register  of  notified  cases. 


Total  Number  New  Cases  Notifie 

on  Register.  during  1954 


Pu 

Imonary 

~Non- 

Pu  Imonary 

Pu l monary 

Non- 

Pu  Imona r 

County 

Landward 

482 

54 

95 

10 

Bur  gh 

of  Renfrew 

174 

3 1 

21 

6 

Burgh 

of  Johnstone 

2 12 

35 

26 

8 

Bur  gh 

of  Barrhead 

156 

31 

25 

4 

Bur  gh 

of  Gourock 

145 

22 

15 

1 

Burgh 

of  Port  Glasgow 

305 

41 

51 

7 

1 , 474 

214 

233 

36 

DISPENSARY  SERVICE:  In  1954  the  Western  Regional  Hospita 
Board  vacated  the  clinics  held  in  the  County  Council  premise 
with  the  exception  of  Giffnock  Clinic.  This  was  retained  owing  t 
the  difficulty  of  travelling  between  Paisley  and  Giffnock.  Tl 
Board  are  now  operating  their  dispensary  service  in  two  centres 
namely,  the  Chest  Clinic,  Paisley,  and  the  Chest  Clinic 
Greenock.  The  reason  for  this  change  is  that  in  these  centre 
a full  clinical  examination  can  be  carried  out  on  one  visi 
and  save  the  patient  repeated  visits  to  the  clinic.  The  healt 
visitors  from  the  County  who  do  tuberculosis  duties  are  preser 
in  the  Paisley  and  Greenock  clinics  when  patients  from  thei 
area  are  being  examined. 


Paisley  Chest 
Clinic : 


Tuesday  morning: 
Tuesday  afternoon: 
Wednesday  morning: 


Burgh  of  Renfrew  ar 
surrounding  area 

Burgh  of  Barrhead  ar 
surrounding  area. 

Burgh  of  Johnstone  ar 
surrounding  area. 


Greenock  Chest 
Clinic: 


Tuesday  morning: 


Burgh  of  Gourock  ar 
Inver  kip. 


Thursday  morning: 


Burgh  of  Port  Glasgow 


Giffnock  Chest 
Clinic: 


Wednesday  afternoon, 
and  alternate  Friday 
afternoons. 


The  Local  Authority’s  clinics  continue  to  function.  Advic 
on  prevention  is  given  to  the  patient  and  social  problems  ar 
discussed  with  the  health  visitors. 
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In  January,  1954,  the  County  medical  and  nursing  staffs 
.took  over  the  responsibility  for  the  clinical  examination  of 
:contacts  for  skin  testing  and  for  administering  of  BC.G. 
•vaccine  to  children  under  15  years  and  to  any  persons  over 
:that  age  who  wish  BC.G.  and  are  found  to  be  suitable.  The 
■health  visitor  arranges  for  the  x-ray  examination  of  the 
icontacts.  After  the  contacts  are  examined,  they  are  x-rayed 
iagain  after  three  months  and  further  examination  ceases  except 
•where  the  case  is  kept  at  home.  In  this  event  contacts  are 
•examined  every  three  months  over  a period  of  one  year  or  until 
;the  patient  is  removed  to  hospital.  When  the  patient  returns 
■home.,  the  contacts  are  examined  twice  at  intervals  of  six 
•months.  From  the  269  notifications  received,  1621  contacts 
•were  examined,  655  under  15  years  were  tuberculin  tested,  of 
•whom  524  received  BCG.  The  total  number  of  attendances  at 
:the  clinics  made  by  the  contacts  amounted  to  2588 

The  arrangements  for  the  segregation  of  contacts  at 
^Paisley  Royal  Alexandra  Infirmary  Annexe  are  unaffected  by  this 
•scheme.  The  number  admitted  during  the  year  was  6,  all  of  whom 
•resided  in  Port  Glasgow,  and  their  average  length  of  stay  was 
•eighty  one  days.  The  total  cost  of  this  service  amounted  to 
^460:3/-. 

During  the  year  the  health  visitors  paid  4,846  visits  to 
:the  homes  of  tubercular  patients,  3,527  were  paid  to  County 
•homes  and  1,319  to  homes  in  Port  Glasgow.  The  undernoted  Table 
•shows  the  attendances  at  the  clinics  from  the  different  County 
•areas  and  Port  Glasgow 


CHEST  CLINICS 


Total  Attendances,  ... 
Average  Attendance,... 

Wo.  of  persons  attending, 
‘Pulmonary  Cases,  ... 
<Non- Pul  nonary  Cases,.. 

•Non -Tubercu 1 ar  Cases, 

Wo.  of  Sessions,  ... 


P aial  e; 

Y 

<D 

C 

T3 

•c 

o 

cd 

a> 

-kJ 

<L 

i— 

w 

c 

u 

c 

X2 

u 

<D 

o 

a 

02 

CD 

Greenoc:k  G i fjnock 


JS 

o 

o 

Sm 

o 

u 


o 

hC 

-*->  w 
t->  cd 
O r-, 

a-  o 


628 

736 

1530 

12.  1 

14. 0 

11.9 

194 

480 

175 

153 

196 

141 

10 

5 

5 

31 

279 

29 

52 

52 

52 

793 

2140 

989 

15.  2 

41.  1 

12.  6 

307 

929 

40  1 

95 

306 

152 

13 

16 

3 

199 

607 

42 

52 

52 

78 
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AFTER- CAFE  OF  TUBERCULOSIS:  Under  the  National  Health  Servi 


(Scotland)  Act,  1947,  Section  27,  the  local  health  authority 
are  empowered  to  make  arrangements  to  prevent  the  spread  < 
tuberculosis  and  for  the  care,  after-care  and  rehabilitate 
of  those  suffering  from  the  disease.  The  question  of  rehabil. 
tation  is  of  prime  importance.  The  patient  must  not  only  1 


cured.,  but,  if  necessary,  re-adapted  to  work  which  his  physi 


state  allows.  There  is  much  room  for  the  development  of  sche 


for  rehabilitation  but  it  would  require  to  be  carried 
on  an  area  basis  to  be  of  real  value  otherwise  the  train 
would  not  be  fully  comprehensive.  In  the  County,  19  peo 
received  assistance  with  bed  and  bedding  at  a cost  of  £166:17 
and  two  pints  of  milk  daily  were  supplied  free  of  charge  to  < 
convalescent  patients  at  a cost  of  approximately  £1:15/- 
month  per  patient.  In  the  Burgh  of  Port  Glasgow,  9 patienl 
received  bed  and  bedding  at  a cost  of  £93:15/-  and  milk  w£ 
supplied  to  4 patients.  Approximately  one-quarter  of  the  cos 
of  the  bed  and  bedding  is  recovered  from  the  patients.  Thos 
who  are  unable  to  meet  the  cost  receive  an  allowance  from  tl 
National  Assistance  Board 

HOUSING:  Housing  and  tuberculosis  are  becoming  very  close] 

linked  together,,  The  allocation  of  new  houses  to  those  tubei 
culous  families  living  in  unsuitable  conditions  gives  moi 
space  and  the  patient  a room  to  himself  with  facilities  fc 
rest  and  isolation  from  other  members  of  the  household  there! 
diminishing  the  risk  of  spread  of  infection.  If,  however,  tl 
additional  rent  and  purchase  of  new  furniture  seriously  affect 
the  amount  spent  on  food,  then  the  patient  may  not  derive  tl 
benefit  that  he  should  in  the  improved  living  conditions.  Tl 
Housing  Authorities  within  the  County  allocated  27  houses  t 
families  where  one  or  more  members  suffered  from  open  pulmonai 
tuberculosis  In  Port  Glasgow  the  number  of  houses  so  allocate 
was  20-  In  all,  47  houses  were  provided  between  the  severe 
authorities  as  against  45  in  the  previous  year. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS:  As  already  mentioned  i 

previous  Reports,  approval  to  vaccinate  school  children  wa 
given  by  the  Department  of  Health  to  the  authorities  i 
Renfrewshire.  This  is  the  fourth  year  that  the  scheme  has  bee 
in  operation.  The  skin  testing  and  the  B.C.G.  vaccination  wer 


15 


carried  out  by  the  medical  staff*  The  family  doctor  of  each 
Bchool  child  tested  is  informed  of  the  result*  The  acceptances 
in  the  first  year  in  the  County  were  79%  and  for  this  year  they 
<were  71%.  while  in  the  case  of  Port  Glasgow  the  response  was 
■*77%  for  the  first  year  and  74%  for  this  year.  It  is  disappoint- 
ing to  see  a fall  in  this  acceptance  rate  All  school  leavers 
should  be  tuberculin  tested  and  the  negative  reactors  should 
•be  offered  B C,  G.  vaccine  By  this  procedure  those  adolescents 
who  are  going  to  work  unprotected  are  given  some  degree  of 
protection  against  tuberculosis,  which  is  still  our  greatest 
enemy  in  the  15-35  age  group 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  School  Leavers  - Session  1954-55 
(Children  born  between  1-9-1940  and  31-8-1941). 


C ounty 

(Landward  & Port 

Sm.  Burghs)  Glasgow 

tfovember,  Pre  Vaccination  Testing. 

do.  of  Leavers  to  whom  B.C.G.  was  offered  1,197  339 

do.  of  Acceptances  939  - 78%  253  - 74% 

do.  of  Acceptances  who  were  contacts  42  5 

:lo.  of  Absentees  and  left  79  20 

do.  given  1/1000  Mantoux  (PPD(S))  and  read  818  228 

do.  Mantoux  Positive  293  - 36%  80  - 35% 

do.  Mantoux  Negative  525  - 64%  148  • 65% 

-iuisber  given  B.C.G.  524  147 


January,  Post-Vaccination  Test  1/1000  Mantoux  (PPD(S)) 
« (22%  of  Children  Tested) 

do.  Mantoux  1/1000  Positive  150 

do.  Mantoux  1/1000  Negative  1 

do.  Mantoux  1/100  Positive  1 


RESEARCH  The  B.C.G  /Vole  Study  at  the  Orphan  Homes  was 
commenced  in  September,  1951  and  continued  during  1952.  1953 
•nd  1954  This  is  the  fourth  year  of  the  Study  which  is  expected 
;o  take  five  years  to  complete  The  first  Paper  was  accepted 
.'•nd  published  by  the  Journal  of  Tuberculosis  (April,  1953)  and 
fequests  for  copies  have  come  from  all  over  the  world  The 
second  Paper  was  completed  and  accepted  in  November  by  the 
British  Medical  Association  and  will  be  published  early  in 
January  l 955 
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MASS  MINIATURE  RADIOGRAPHY:  The  Mass  Miniature  Radiograp 

Unit  paid  a visit  to  one  of  our  larger  factories  in  the  Count 
1,359  (which  is  69%  of  the  total  employees)  were  examined 
miniature  film.  As  far  as  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  concerne 
the  findings  were  satisfactory  and  only  one  man  withaprobab 
active  lesion  was  discovered,  while  twenty-four  others  h 
evidence  of  former  tubercular  lesions  which  appeared  to  ha 
become  quiescent. 
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EPILEPTICS  AND  SPASTICS 

The  Department  of  Health  ask  that  in  his  Annual  Report 
:the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  give  a short  statement 
about  the  incidence  of  Epilepsy  and  Cerebral  Palsy  in  the  area. 

There  are  10  epileptics  known  to  the  Health  Department. 
Tne  is  attending  the  ordinary  school,  seven  are  in  the  Special 
Schools  one  is  at  home  under  medical  supervision  and  one  is 
an  the  Bridge  of  Weir  Colony. 

28  spastics  are  known  to  the  Health  Department.  Two  are 
under  school  age  and  are  receiving  care  in  their  home,  four 
iare  over  school  age  and  one  of  these  is  in  an  institution.  The 
zother  three  are  under  treatment  at  home  and  report  at  intervals 
zto  an  Orthopaedic  Surgeon.  The  remaining  twenty-two  are  of 
school  age  Fifteen  are  under  care  in  the  Special  Schools, 
ifive  are  at  ordinary  schools  and  two  are  at  home  One  of  these 
lis  receiving  speech  therapy  and  the  other  child  is  ineducable. 


CONVALESCENT  HOME  PHOVISION  FOR  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

The  local  authority  has  no  convalescent  home  of  its  own 
zbut  arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  mothers  and  children 
under  five  are  sent  for  convalescence  to  Glasgow  and  District 
Toast  Homes  at  Saltcoats,  the  County  Council  making  a donation 
tto  the  Homes. 


CHIROPODY  SERVICE 

The  County  Council  have  not  so  far  provided  a Chiropody 
Service  for  cases  living  at  home  A service  of  this  nature  is 
‘.provided  in  connection  with  the  work  at  the  Old  People’s  Homes 
at  Newark  and  Fordbank  where  regular  visits  are  paid  by  a 
‘Chiropodist  This  service  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  inmates 
and  is  undoubtedly  of  great  value  in  maintaining  their  fitness 
and  their  ability  to  move  about 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Report  by  Dr.  S.  Thomson 


The  following  table  shows  details  of  births  registerec 
and  notified  within  the  County, 


Number 
Regis  tered 


Number 

Notified 


a> 

03 

T3  0) 

JZ 

4-3 

03 

JZ 

E E 

>3 

4J 

0) 

aj 

-C 

4-3 
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u 

••r 

4-3 

E 

4-3 

u 

X 
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a) 

•H 

U 

•H 

rH 

4J 

E 

4-3 

•f-i 

CQ 

=! 

rH 

3 C- 

•H 

*r4 

CQ 

1 

4J  C 

fH 

o o 

r— i 

•rH  *r4 

o 

u 

•H 

Q) 

<D 

rH 

a.  os 

iH 

z < 

&D 

rH 

> 

•H 

03  U 

E 

u 

0) 

rH 

•H 

4-3 

C 3 

O 

o 

J 

CQ 

X z 

a 

CQ 

County 

Landward 

1,113 

29 

1,  142 

26 

424 

399 

3 18 

Bur  gh 

of  Renfrew 

317 

8 

325 

8 

107 

133 

82 

Burgh 

of  Johnstone 

318 

17 

335 

10 

165 

128 

53 

Bur  gh 

of  Barrhead 

309 

7 

316 

1 1 

99 

149 

83 

Bur  gh 

of  Gourock 

143 

3 

146 

5 

4 

57 

85 

2 , 200 

64 

2,264 

60 

799 

866 

621 

Bur  gh 

of 

Port  Glasgow 

502 

21 

523 

13 

104 

252 

181 

STILL- BIRTHS. 

There  were  60  still -births  in  1954  as  compared  with  39  if 
1953  The  stillbirth  rate  was  26,  that  for  all  Scotland  bein 
25  A feature  is  the  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  still' 
births  caused  by  congenital  malformation  of  the  foetus  whic 
is  also  a major  cause  of  death -in  the  early  weeks  of  life.  A. 
present  it  is  not  clear  what  can  be  done  to  prevent  thes, 
abnormalities  which  are  becoming  increasingly  prominent  :it| 
causing  loss  of  infant  life, 
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STILL-BIRTHS  - 1954 


The  causes  of  the  still-births  are  summarised  below: - 

Acute  disease  in  mother  - 

Haematemesis  ...  ...  1 

Diseases  and  conditions  of  pregnancy  and  childbirth  - 
Ante-partum  haemorrhage  ...  3 

Ec  lamps  ia  ...  ...  2 

Tox  aem ia  ...  ...  6 

Difficulties  in  labour  ..  ...  9 


Placental  and  cord  conditions  - 

CordConditions  ...  ...  4 
Placental  infarct  ...  ...  5 
Placental  insufficiency  ...  1 


Congenital  malformation  of  foetus  ...  16 


Diseases  of  foetus  and  ill-defined  causes 
Erythroblastosis  ...  ... 

Pr ematur ity  ...  ... 

Ate  1 ec  tas is  ...  ... 

Cause  unknown  ...  ... 


2 

2 

1 

8 


'•FAHT  MORTALITY: 


nunty  Landward 
urgh  of  Renfrew 
urgh  of  Johnstone 
urgh  of  Barrhead 
urgh  of  Gourock 


urgh  of 
or  t Glasgow 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Rate  per 

Births 

Deaths 

1 , 000  Births 

1,  142 

29 

25 

325 

8 

25 

335 

1 1 

33 

316 

12 

38 

146 

5 

34 

2 . 264 

65 

29 

523 


14 
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VFANT  DEATHS: 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  County  (excluding  Port 
hasgow)  is  maintained  at  29  This  is  the  same  as  that  for 
353  which  was  the  lowest  recorded,  The  rate  for  the  whole  of 
Gotland  is  31.  The  causes  of  infant  death  remain  much  as  in 
rrevious  years  with  prematurity  as  the  chief  followed  by 
:ongenital  malformations,  The  main  cause  of  death  in  babies 
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over  4 weeks  old  is  pneumonia  and  of  the  8 babies  who  diet 
from  this  cause  only  one  was  breast  fed.  In  this  part  o 
Scotland  there  is  a greater  incidence  of  bronchitis  an 
pneumonia  and  the  breast  fed  infant  withstands  these  infection 
better  than  those  on  artificial  feeds  This  year  4 babies  wer 
found  dead  in  their  prams  or  cots.,  in  two  cases  death  wa 
attributed  to  asphyxia  from  inhalation  of  stomach  contents,  i 
one  to  broncho-pneumonia  and  one  to  intussusception.  All  thes 
babies  were  artificially  fed.  Indeed,  reduction  in  the  death 
of  infants  from  4 weeks  to  1 year  could  most  certainly  b 
brought  about  by  an  increase  in  breast  feeding.  Every  effor 
is  made  by  our  doctors  and  nurses  to  promote  natural  feedin 
and  prevent  this  loss  of  infant  life. 

The  various  causes  of  the  infant  deaths  are  set  out  below: 


Certified  Cause  of  Death 

Birth  to 
4 weeks. 

4 weeks  to 
12  months. 

Total  Death 
under  1 yes 

Pr ematur  ity 

25 

- 

25 

Congenital  Malformations 

8 

3 

11 

Asphyxia  and  Atelectasis 

3 

1 

4 

Accidental  Asphyxia 

- 

2 

2 

Birth  Injury  and  Debility 

3 

- 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

5 

7 

Tuberculosis 

- 

1 

1 

Haemorrhagic  Disease  of 
Newborn 

1 

- 

1 

Erythroblastosis 

1 

- 

1 

Pound  Dead  - Natural 
Causes 

- 

2 

2 

Other  Causes 

3 

5 

8 

46 

1 9 

65 

DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  OVER  ONE  YEAR: 

In  the  age  group  1-5  years,  there  were  10  deaths.  5 « 
these  were  due  to  accidents.  3 road  accidents  and  2 accideni 
in  and  around  the  home  The  staff  of  this  Department  a: 
endeavouring  by  talks  at  Clinics  and  in  the  mothers’  own  hoim 
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io  prevent  accidents  to  young  children  which  even  if  they  do 
aot  result  in  loss  of  life  cause  much  suffering  and  may  result 
in  permanent  disability.  Of  the  2 deaths  caused  by  infectious 
. iseases,  1 was  due  to  tuberculosis,  and  1 to  whooping  cough. 


‘ATERNAL  MORTALITY: 

During  1954  there  were  3 deaths  due  to  causes  related  to 
tregnancy  or  childbirth.  The  certified  causes  of  death  were  - 

1.  Acute  fat  necrosis  of  liver. 

2.  Pulmonary  embolus  following  caesarean  section 

for  accidental  haemorrhage. 

3.  Ruptured  ectopic  pregnancy  operation.  Bilateral 

basal  pneumonia. 

‘bis  represents  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  1.3  per  1 000 
iirths. 


^TE  NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS: 

These  clinics  continued  to  be  conducted  by  the  local 
-ealth  authority  and  the  Public  Health  Department  is,  by 
Trangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  still  responsible 
»r  the  booking  of  cases  for  admission  to  Thornhill  Maternity 
hospital.  The  demand  for  hospital  confinement  exceeds  the 
■umber  of  beds  available,  and  only  those  cases  where  medical 
rod  social  conditions  make  it  advisable  or  necessary  may  be 
:ooked  for  delivery  in  hospital.  Attendance  of  mothers  for 
■ost-natal  examination  continues  to  be  disappointing  although 
'he  importance  of  this  examination  is  emphasised  at  the  ante- 
natal clinics  and  a letter  of  reminder  is  sent  to  the  mother 
fter  confinement. 


Mothercraft  instruction  is  given  at  these  clinics  by  two 
3thercraft  Teachers,  and  is  much  appreciated  by  the  mothers 
^tending  These  specially  trained  teachers  advise  mothers  in 
^ asPects  in  the  care  of  babies  and  young  children  and  also 
-•-lp  the  expectant  mother  to  prepare  for  breast  feeding  and  to 
i-hieve  natural  childbirth  These  classes  and  informal  talks 
6 open  to  all  mothers,  not  only  those  attending  the  ante- 
ltal  clinics. 
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The  tables  given  below  show  the  work  done  at  the  Ante 
Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics. 


Number  of 
Expectant  Mothers 


Total  Number  o 
Attendances 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS 


Centre 


Barrhead , ...  ... 

212 

1,  524 

Gif fnock , ...  ... 

114 

610 

Gourock,  ...  ... 

136 

744 

J ohns  t one  ....  ... 

508 

3 ,340 

Ren  fr  ew , ...  ... 

230 

1, 324 

Total 

1,  200 

7,  542 

Port  Glasgow,  ...  3 93  2,129 


POST  NATAL  CLINICS 

Number  of  Mothers  Total  Attendance 


Barrhead , 
Gif  fnock, 
Gourock, 

J oh ns  tone , 
Hen  fr  ew , 


Total 

Port  Glasgow, 


73 

90 

49 

51 

35 

39 

216 

261 

60 

73 

433 

514 

71 

78 

DENTAL  CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS: 

The  County  Council  have  a scheme  for  dental  care  c 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  The  mothers  are  inspected  b 
the  County  Council's  dental  surgeon  and  treatment  recommended 
The  mothers  then  attend  their  private  dental  surgeon  fc 
treatment  payment  being  made  on  an  agreed  scale.  During  th 
year  83  mothers  obtained  dentures  under  this  scheme, 
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The  table  given  below  shows  the  work  done  at  the  Child 
’Welfare  Centres  and  Toddlers’  Clinics. 


:CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 


rBarrhead  2 

■Bishopton  1 

IBridge  of  Weir  l 
‘Busby  1 

■Eaglesham  1 

IGiffnock  1 

IGourock  1 

iJohnstone  2 

iKilmacolm  1 

.Linwood  1 

.Lochwinnoch  1 

iNeilston  1 

iRenfrew  3 


'Port  Glasgow  - 
King  Street  l 

Woodhall  1 


sessions  weekly 
session  fortnightly 
session  fortnightly 
session  fortnightly 
session  fortnightly 
session  weekly 
session  weekly 
sessions  weekly 
session  fortnightly 
session  fortnightly 
session  fortnightly 
session  fortnightly 
sessions  weekly 

Total , ... 


session  weekly 
session  weekly 

Total. 


Closed  in  February  1954. 


’OPPLERS'  CLINICS 


•ohns  tone , 

enfrew, 


Attending 


Total 

Attendances 


Under 
1 year 

Over 
1 year 

Under  Over 

1 year  l year 

270 

124 

2,  035 

585 

10 

11 

14 

16 

43 

32 

251 

130 

95 

33 

520 

111 

60 

28 

458 

159 

191 

57 

1. 224 

224 

171 

36 

1. 494 

175 

298 

58 

1.  543 

116 

35 

14 

254 

49 

64 

47 

263 

84 

38 

21 

247 

55 

61 

22 

447 

133 

254 

29 

2,099 

175 

1.  590 

512 

10,849  2, 

012 

276 

108 

1, 787 

270 

92 

35 

597 

74 

368 

143 

2,  384 

344 

At  tending 

Total 

Attendances 

191 

329 

274 


594 


Total, 


465 


923 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM: 


County 


Port  Glasgo 


Number  .of  cases  notified  by 
Medical  Practitioners. 


1 


Number  of  cases  in  which  medical 
aid  was  sought  by  Midwives. 


2 


5 


Number  of  cases  in  which  medical 
aid  was  sought  by  Health  Visitor. 


2 


Number  of  cases  where  infection 
was  gonococcal. 

Number  of  cases  treated  in 
Residential  Institutions. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  there 
was  appreciable  loss  of  vision. 


PREVENTION  OF  BREAK-UP  IN  FAMILIES: 

In  a circular  issued  on  1st  December  1954.  the  Secretar 
of  State  directed  attention  to  the  bad  effects  on  the  health 
and  especially  the  mental  health,  of  children  which  hav 
followed  the  break  up  of  the  family  He  stressed  the  importanc 
of  maintaining  the  family  as  a unit  and  outlined  the  variou. 
local  authority  services  which  might  beable  to  assist  familie 
in  difficulty 

This  is  a subject  which  has  received  and  is  receiving  a 
increasing  amount  of  recognition  in  the  social  life  of  th 
country  today  There  are  several  local  authority  official 
concerned  in  this  complex  problem  and  following  receipt  of  th 
circular  a meeting  of  senior  officials  was  held  when  th 
circular  was  very  carefully  considered  and  a full  discussio. 
took  place  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Welfare  Service) 
Officer,  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  (who  is  interested  fro: 
the  housing  point  of  view)  and  the  Children's  Officer  wer 
present  along  with  the  County  Clerk  It  was  agreed  that  ther 
would  be  a full  exchange  of  information  regarding  any  problei 
cases  which  come  to  the  notice  of  any  one  official  so  tha 
other  officials  might  be  aware  of  the  difficulties  and  migh 
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ie  able  to  assist.  It  was  agreed  that  the  County  Clerk  would 
:ct  as  Co-ordinating  Officer  under  the  circular  and  that 
information  would  be  pooled  through  him  and  that  where  the 
:ase  seemed  to  call  for  a meeting  of  the  various  officials 
•amed  to  reach  a decision  as  to  satisfactory  treatment  and 
:isposal  of  any  family  difficulties  he  would  convene  such  a 
:eeting  In  the  short  time  remaining  between  the  issue  of  the 
iircular  and  the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  it  has  not  been 
:ossible  to  speak  with  any  certainty  on  how  this  plan  will 
:ork  out  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  there  must  be  an  exchange 
If  information  between  different  departments  so  that  all  the 
various  angles  of  the  difficulty  in  a family  may  be  explored 
nd  information  exchanged  from  all  sources  so  that  help  may 
:ome  from  the  most  appropriate  quarter  or  quarters. 


HEALTH  VISITING: 

The  number  of  Health  Visitors  is  still  below  the  establish- 
ient  and  the  visiting  of  mothers  and  young  children  in  their 
:omes  is  not  so  frequent  as  it  should  be.  Temporary  Health 
visitors  (i.e.  State  Registered  Nurses  without  the  Health 
iisitor’s  Certificate)  continue  to  be  employed  to  make  up  the 
deficiency  in  fully  trained  staff. 

Number  of  home  visits  made  by  Health  Visitors: - 

C ounty  Port  Glasgow 


No.  v is  i ted 

Total  visits 

No. visited 

Total  Visi 

■nfants  under 
11  year. 

3.  844 

12, 143 

911 

5,  003 

•hildren  (1-5 
•years) . 

6.  458 

18, 174 

2.  103 

5,399 

•xpec  tant 
•Mothers . 

277 

305 

88 

105 

JPecial  Visits. 

136 

164 

28 

30 

Totals . 

10,715 

30,786 

3,  130 

10. 537 
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WELFARE  FOODS: 

This  is  the  term  used  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  for  Nationa 
Dried  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Orange  Juice  and  Vitamin  A.  & D 
tablets  which  are  issued  free  or  at  a reduced  price  to  expectan 
and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  five.  Consequent  upo 
the  closure  of  the  local  offices  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  loca 
authorities  were  asked  by  the  Department  of  Health  to  undertaki 
the  local  distribution  of  welfare  foods  as  it  was  considere 
that  this  was  part  of  their  functions  under  Section  22  (Car 
of  Mothers  and  Young  Children)  of  the  National  Health  Servic* 
(Scotland)  Act,  1947.  This  distribution  became  the  responsibilit 
of  the  County  Council  on  28th  June  1954  The  transfer  wa 
effected  smoothly,  every  effort  being  made  so  that  mother 
might  collect  their  welfare  foods  as  conveniently  as  possible 
There  are  twenty-four  distribution  centres  in  the  County,  man 
of  which  are  staffed  by  voluntary  workers  A word  of  thanks  i 
due  to  these  ladies  for  their  valuable  services. 

In  spite  of  exhortation  and  encouragement,  mothers  do  no 
use  the  vitamin  supplements  as  they  should  and  it  is  often  i 
those  families  where  the  mother  and  children  would  benefi 
most  from  the  vitamin  tablets,  cod  liver  oil  or  orange  juic 
that  the  mother  does  not  trouble  to  collect  them.  However,  i 
the  six  months  from  July  1954,  there  was  an  increasing  amoun 
of  cod  liver  oil,  orange  juice  and  vitamin  tablets  issued 
This  may  have  been  to  some  extent  seasonal  but  I think  it  L 
in  part  due  to  their  issue  at  welfare  centres. 
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MIDWIFERY : 


The  local  authority  provides  a domiciliary  midwifery 
service  using  whole-time  midwives  and  district  nurses  who 
undertake  part-time  midwifery  in  addition  to  their  home 
nursing.  59  State  Certified  Midwives  gave  notice  of  their 
intention  to  practise  midwifery  during  1954  in  the  County  area 
and  6 in  Port  Glasgow 

Of  the  confinements  during  the  year  of  mothers  normally 
resident  in  the  County,  37  per  cent  (866  births)  took  place  at 
home  in  Port  Glasgow  the  proportion  was  somewhat  higher,  47 
per  cent  (252  births).  The  table  on  page  28  shows  the  arrange- 
ments made  for  attendance  on  these  domiciliary  confinements. 


Gas  and  air  analgesia  is  provided  for  mothers  during 
childbirth.  28  County  and  5 Port  Glasgow  midwives  are  trained 
and  qualified  in  its  use.  16  sets  of  Minnitt’s  apparatus  (14 
'County.  2 Port  Glasgow)  have  been  issued  and  all  midwives  who 
have  been  trained  have  access  to  a set.  A medical  certificate 
that  the  patient  is  fit  to  receive  the  anaesthetic  has  to 
Ibe  given  by  the  patient  s doctor  before  the  midwife  may 
'administer  gas  and  air  The  number  of  mothers  receiving  gas 
iand  air  analgesia  during  the  year  was  332  (170  County,  162 
I Port  Glasgow) 


I am  grateful  to  the  Chief  Constable  who  grants  this 
Department  facilities  in  the  Small  Burghs  and  Port  Glasgow  for 
apparatus  to  be  kept  at  Police  Stations 
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DOMICILIARY  CASES: 


National  Health  Service. - 


Midwives  employed 
by  Local  Authority. 


C ounty  Port  Glasg< 


Doctor  engaged  and  present 

at  confinement,  ...  ...  272  15 

Doctor  engaged  but  not  present 
at  confinement,  ...  ...  567  234 


Midwife  alone, 


Tota  Is . 


839 


249 


Pr  ivate  Cases  - 


Doctor  and  midwife  engaged,... 

Midwife  alone,  no  doctor 
e nga  ged , ...  . . . 


Totals. 


Private  practising  Midwiv 


County  Port  Glasg 


26  3 


1 


27  3 
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HOME  NURSING: 


This  service  provides  for  the  nursing  of  cases  of  illness 
in  their  own  homes,  and  is  carried  out  by  district  nurses  in 
the  whole-time  employment  of  the  local  authority.  Some  district 
nurses  in  addition  to  the  home  nursing  of  these  cases,  act  as 
domiciliary  midwives.  The  table  below  gives  details  of  the 
nursing  service  in  each  area  and  the  number  of  visits  paid 
during  the  year  Areas  where  the  district  nurse  acts  also  as 
midwife  are  marked  by  an  asterisk  The  Number  of  district 
nurses  employed  is  sufficient  at  present  for  the  needs  of  the 
area  and  no  representations  or  complaints  of  inadequacy  in  the 
service  were  received. 


District 

* Barrhead 

* Bishopton 

* Bridge  of  Weir 
Busby 

* Clar  ks  ton 

* Eaglesham 

* Gourock 

* Houston 

* Howwood 

* Inv  er  k i p 

* Johnstone 

* K i 1 mac  o 1 m 

* Lochwinnoch 

* Nei Is  ton 

* Newton  Hearns 

* Renfrew 

* Thornliebank 
Port  Glasgow 


No.  of 
Nurses 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 


No.  of 
V is i ts 

3,721 

1 , 370 

2,  398 
3 , 499 

3,  171 
3 , 266 
3,079 

956 
2.417 
1,  976 
6,918 
1 . 420 
1,  884 
3,478 
1 , 030 
4,831 
1 , 640 
7,  561 
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53,615 


Average  number  of  Patients  attended  each  month,  524. 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE: 

The  demand  upon  the  service  continues.  The  servic 
provides  for  help  in  maternity  cases,  cases  of  illness  and  fc 
the  aged  and  infirm.  At  the  end  of  the  year  32  helps  wer 
employed  During  the  year  374  cases  were  assisted,  the  usuaj 
period  of  help  being  2 to  3 weeks.  Of  these,  137  were  roaternit; 
cases,  133  cases  of  illness  (including  12  tuberculosis  cases 
and  104  cases  were  aged  and  infirm. 


JOHNSTONE  DAY  NURSERY : 

This  nursery  was  built  during  the  war  by  the  Departmer 
of  Health  for  Scotland  as  part  of  the  nation-wide  scheme  t 
provide  nurseries  so  that  children  could  be  cared  for  whils 
their  mothers  were  engaged  in  essential  war  work.  The  cost  c 
building,  equipping  and  running  the  nursery  was  borne  entire' 
by  the  government.  The  nursery  was  opened  in  1942  and  from  il 
inception  was  fully  occupied  In  1945  the  government  ceased  t 
be  responsible  financially  for  these  war-time  nurseries,  ai 
offered  them  to  local  authorities.  The  Day  Nursery  was  there 
for  sold  to  the  County  Council.  It  continued  to  be  fully  use 
and  at  the  request  of  the  Johnstone  Town  Council  the  Publ: 
Health  Committee  agreed  in  1948  to  enlarge  it  to  accommodat 
60  children..  However,  in  1950  when  the  extension  was  opene 
there  was  a falling  off  in  the  demand  for  accommodation  in  tl 
nursery.  This  appeared  to  be  due  to  unemployment  among  mothej 
with  young  children  and  the  change  to  part-time  work  In  spil 
of  extending  the  categories  of  children  admitted  to  the  Nurse] 
attendances  continued  to  decline  and  by  decision  of  the  Publ. 
Health  Committee  the  Day  Nursery  was  closed  on  31st  July,  195‘ 


NURSERIES  AND  CHILD  MINDERS’  REGULATION  ACT,  I9h8: 

No  applications  were  received  for  permission  to  undei 
take  the  care  of  children 
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NURSING  HOMES: 


Under  the  Nursing  Homes  Regulation  (Scotland)  Act,  1938 
all  nursing  and  maternity  homes  within  the  area  must  be 
registered  with  the  local  authority  who  are  also  responsible 
for  the  routine  inspection  of  these  homes.  There  are  two 
nursing  homes  in  the  County,  Lynnhurst  Nursing  Home  Johnstone, 
deals  with  aged  or  aged  and  infirm  cases  suffering  in  varying 
degree  from  ailments  which  run  a chronic  course.  The  Orchard 
Park  Nursing  Home,  Giffnock,  is  a maternity  home  and  draws  its 
cases  principally  from  the  area  of  the  First  District  Council 
and  from  the  adjoining  residential  area.  At  the  routine 
inspection,  premises  are  examined  and  registers  and  records 
kept  by  the  person  in  charge  are  inspected.  The  two  homes  were 
inspected  during  the  year  and  no  exception  was  taken  to  their 
i administration 
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WELFARE  SERVICES 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
Report  by  the  Welfare  Services  Officer 


RESIDENTIAL  A CCOMMODA TION : 

During  the  year  under  review  applications  for  residentia 
accommodation  continued  to  be  received  at  a stead}  rate  bu 
notwithstanding  the  vacancies  which  became  available  in  th 
Council's  own  Homes  and  in  those  of  Voluntary  Organisat  ions^ 
the  demand  exceeded  the  supply  of  beds.  Consequently  tti 
waiting  list  continues  to  grow  and  it  is  an  indication  of  th 
nature  of  the  problem  among  the  ageing  population  that  thosj 
requiring  care  are  of  the  more  infirm  type.  The  provision  c 
accommodation  suitable  for  this  category  of  old  person  is  nc 
most  obvious.  With  that  end  in  view  the  planning  of  the  ne 
Home  at  Gourock  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report  and  the  sit 
for  which  has  now  been  chosen  will  be  entirely,  so  far  £ 
residents  are  concerned,  on  ground  level  and  adapted  to  su] 
the  needs  of  the  infirm.  The  majority  of  applications  durir 
the  year  came  from  old  people  living  alone  or  awaiting  di^ 
charge  from  hospital  and  there  is  no  evidence  to  suggest,  t 
is  sometimes  inferred,  that  where  there  are  relatives  wi 
suitable  housing  accommodation,  responsibility  is  too  easij 
passed  over  to  the  Local  Authority. 

The  accommodation  in  both  Fordbank  and  Newark  was  mai 
full  use  of  during  the  year  and  to  meet  the  occasional  reque 
for  short  stay  holiday  periods  during  the  summer  months 
additional  bed  was  brought  into  use  as  required. 

Reference  is  again  made  to  the  co-operation  which  exis 
between  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Hospitals  in  t 
Paisley  District  and  the  Officials  of  the  County  Council 
ensuring  on  the  one  hand  timely  admission  to  hospital 
persons  in  the  County  Homes  who  require  hospitalisation  and 
the  other,  the  transfer  of  suitable  old  persons  from  hospit 
to  Part  III  Accommodation  It  might  also  be  mentioned  tt 
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this  co-operation  extends  to  aged  persons  in  their  own  homes 
whose  circumstances  are  known  to  this  Department  and  that  as  a 
result  of  working  together  as  a team,  family  doctor,  hospital 
and  local  authority  have  always  found  a solution  to  any 
©articular  problem. 

Appreciation  is  recorded  of  the  duties  carried  out 
sympathetically  and  efficiently  by  the  Matrons  and  staffs  of 
the  Homes,  of  the  services  rendered  by  visiting  Ministers  and 
lof  the  many  kindly  services  rendered  by  voluntary  organisations 
and  their  members  in  providing  entertainment  for  the  residents 
during  the  year 

Deaths  in  the  Homes  during  the  year  were  as  follows: - 

Males  Fema l es 

Fordbank  3 2 

Newark  2 1 

Little  progress  was  made  during  the  past  twelve  months 
with  regard  to  the  improvement  of  Part  III  Accommodation  in 
the  Royal  Alexandra  Infirmary  Annexe  Several  meetings  with 
representatives  of  Paisley  Corporation  have  taken  place, 
principally  in  connection  with  the  financial  implications  and 
the  apportionment  of  capital  costs  but  it  is  anticipated  that 
*arly  in  1955  final  conclusions  will  be  reached  in  regard 
thereto  with  the  Hospital  Board  of  Management  and  the  way  made 
clear  for  the  work  to  progress 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  at  the  beginning 
and  close  of  the  .year  of  Part  III  Accommodation 
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Ins  titutions 

Numbers 

at 

1/1/54 

Admitted 
dur ing 
year 

Discharge 

during 

year 

d| Remaining 
at 

-*31/12/54 

Tota; 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Royal  Alexandra  Infirmary 

Annexe,  Paisley,  ... 

18 

13 

22 

15 

19 

15 

21 

13 

34 

Fordbank  House, 

Mill iken  Park, 

10 

18 

2 

7 

3 

6 

9 

19 

28 

Newark  House,  Paisley,  . 

16 

16 

6 

4 

6 

3 

16 

17 
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Crookston  Home,  Glasgow, 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Craigmoray  Institution, 

Elgin, 

1 

- 

" 

1 

- 

1 

Epileptic  Colony, 

Bridge  of  Weir , ... 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

St.  Andrew's  Convent, 

Hawick,  ...  ... 

" 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Church  of  Scotland  Homes  - 

Eastwoodhil 1 , Giffnock, 

2 

6 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

5 

7 

Alloa,  Clackmannan, 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Baxter  House,  Glasgow 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Auchinlee,  Campbeltown 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Clyde  View,  Helensburgh 

" 

1 

- 

- 

~ 

1 

1 

Salvation  Army  Homes  - 
Milton  of  Campsie,  ... 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Ascog,  Bute  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

“ 

1 

1 

2 

Jewish  Old  Age  Home, 

Glasgow,  ...  ... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Gleniffer  Home  for 

Incurables,  Paisley, 

1 

“ 

1 

1 

Woodmailing  Eventide  Home, 

Glasgow  (Glasgow  Corpn. ) 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Scott  House, 

Glasgow  (Glasgow  Corpn.) 

1 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Nazareth  House,  Glasgow, 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

Anderson's  Institution, 

Elgin, 

- 

1 

“ 

- 

1 

i 

Belleaire  Eventide  Home, 
Greenock,  ...  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

i 

Flanders  House,  Glasgow, 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

J 

Lainshaw  House,  Stewarton 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

i 

Deaf  & Dumb  Eventide  Home, 

1 

Bearsden , ...  ... 

1 

“ 

1 

- 

51 

67 

34 

28 

29 

27 

56 

68 

124 

35 


TEMPORARY  A CCOMMODA TION : 

Full  use  was  made  during  the  year  of  accommodation  at 
Muirhead  House,  Linwood,  six  families  being  admitted  against 
five  discharged.  Of  those  five,  two  were  rehoused  by  the  County 
Council,  one  by  Johnstone  Town  Council,  one  by  a Paisley  House 
Factor  and  one  family  returned  to  Canada.  The  families  admitted 
were  homeless  as  a result  of  being  turned  out  of  furnished 
accommodation.  The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as 
follows:  - 

Adults  Dependants 

In  res idence.  ...  17  34 

As  compared  with  . . ig  26 

at  the  beginning  of 
the  year. 


REMOVAL  OF  PERSONS  IN  URGENT  NEED  OF  CARE. 
SECTION  47,  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT.  1948: 


Compulsory  powers  had,  after  the  failure  to  effect 
persuasion,  to  be  applied  for  in  carrying  out  the  removal  of 
three  aged  persons  (1  male.  2 females)  to  hospital  or  Part  III 
Accommodation.  All  were  in  need  of  care  and  attention  and 
living  in  insanitary  conditions  as  follows: - 

Inverkip  (own  house),  ...  ...  1 male 

Johnstone  (Corpn.  house),  ...  1 female 

Gourock  (privately  rented  house),  1 female 


BURIAL  OR  CREMATION  OF  THE  DEAD: 

In  terms  of  Section  50  of  the  Act  the  bodies  of  thirteen 
persons  were  disposed  of  by  burial.  These  deaths  occurred  as 
follows: 


Clar kston , ...  ...  ...  i 
Johnstone  (County  Area),  ...  l 
Dykebar  Mental  Hospital,  ...  7 
Caldwell  House  Certified  Institution,  2 
Fordbank  House,  ...  ...  2 


13 


36 


WELFARE  SERVICES  FOR  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS: 

(1)  Blind  Persons  - The  provision  of  workshop  employmen 
and  domiciliary  services  continued  during  the  year  under  th' 
agency  arrangements  of  the  Joint  Committees  of  local  authoritie, 
in  South  West  Scotland,  the  County  Council  being  represente 
on  these  Committees  by  the  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Welfar 
Services  Committee.  Eight  blind  persons  from  the  County  are; 
are  employed  in  the  Workshops  at  Glasgow  travelling  expense: 
being  met,  where  necessary,  by  the  County  Council.  Travellin 
facilities  on  Glasgow  Corporation  transport  system  are  provide'; 
for  all  blind  workers  and  others,  where  the  circumstance: 
warrant,  the  cost  of  the  annual  Corporation  pass  being  met  b 
the  County  Council. 


Domiciliary  services,  home  visiting 
teaching  of  braille  handcrafts  wireless  and  the  organisation 
of  club  and  social  functions  are  undertaken  by  one  female  ful 
time  Home  Teacher.  The  welfare  needs  of  the  blind  are  satis 
factorily  and  adequately  dealt  with. 


The  number  of  registered  blind  person: 
on  the  County  Register  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  131  (5: 
males,  78  females).  The  employment  condition  of  these  person 
is  as  follows:- 


(a)  Employed  in  Workshops  for  the  Blind 

(b)  Employed  elsewhere  ... 

(c)  Undergoing  training 

(d)  Trained  but  unemployed  ... 

(e)  Unemployed  but  trainable  ... 

(f)  Not  available  for  employment 

(housewives,  retired  persons,  etc.) 

(g)  Unemployable  . . 

(h)  Under  16  years  of  age  . . . 


Age  groups  of  all  blind  persons  on  Register:- 

Males 


5 t o 15  years  ...  ... 

16  to  n years  ...  ...  i 
21  to  29  y ears  . . ...  2 
30  to  39  years  ...  ...  4 
40  to  49  years  ...  ...  10 
50  to  59  y ears  ...  ...  10 
60  to  64  years  ...  ...  4 
6 5 to  69  y ears  ...  ...  4 
70  + ...  ...  18 


53 


8 

5 

1 

1 

2 

92 

20 

2 


Femal es 

2 

1 

2 

2 

6 

7 

5 

1 1 
42 


78 
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I ($)  (a)  Cripples  and  other  Handicapp  ed  Persons. 

(b)  Deaf  or  Dumb  P ersons . 

Domiciliary  services  for  persons  in  the  first  category 
and  who  registered  in  accordance  with  the  Council’ s -scheme, 
have  been  carried  out  by  the  Welfare  Department  staff.  Informa- 
tion regarding  persons  who  might  require  help  continues  to  be 
received  from  various  sources  as  knowledge  of  the  Council’s 
scheme  for  the  handicapped  becomes  known. 

The  numbers  of  adults  registered  to  date  in  accordance 
with  the  Council’s  scheme  are  as  follows: - 

Males  25  Females  17 

The  majority  of  the  above  are  home-bound  due  to  the 
: nature  of  their  disability  and  their  needs  are  essentially  of 
;a  welfare  nature  Close  contact  is  maintained  with  those  most 
in  need  of  service  and  advice  and  every  endeavour  is  being 
i made  to  interest  them  in  some  form  of  home  occupation.  Limited 
instruction  in  home  crafts  is  given  by  the  two  outdoor  assist- 
rants  but  it  is  obvious  that  much  more  time  than  they  can 
ipossibly  give  is  required  if  continuity  of  interest  is  to  be 
■maintained  and  development  achieved.  Consideration  is  accord- 
ingly being  given  to  the  appointment  of  an  occupational 
| therapist  to  develop  further  this  service  for  the  handicapped. 
The  possibility  of  finding  some  form  of  employment  is  never 
overlooked  and  the  co  operation  of  the  Disablement  Resettlement 
■Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  is  sought  where  necessary. 

With  regard  to  the  deaf  or  dumb,  their  needs  are  essential- 
lly  those  of  a social  nature,  although  employment  at  times 
.Presents  difficulties  The  Paisley  and  Greenock  Missions  for 
■the  Deaf  both  provide  services  for  persons  in  the  County  areas 
surrounding  these  towns  and  grants  in  respect  of  services  and 
facilities  provided  at  the  respective  Institutes  are  made  by 
^he  Council  on  a per  capita  basis 

The  numbers  of  deaf  or  dumb  persons  in  respect  of  whom 
the  Council  base  grants  are  as  follows: - 

Paisley  Mission  30 

Greenock  Mission  , . 10 


38 


The  foregoing  report  indicates  clearly  that  the  blind  an 
deaf  or  dumb  are  in  a comparatively  favourable  position  com 
pared  to  the  other  handicapped  classes.  The  latter  however 
due  to  immobility  and  the  difficulty  of  gathering  them  togethe 
at  one  centre  presents  a particular  problem  which  preclude 
active  voluntary  interest  and  it  is  quite  obvious  that  th 
latter  group  will  require  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Welfar 
Department's  staff  directly  at  least  for  some  time  to  come 
Development  is  taking  place  but  of  necessity  is  slow. 


WELFARE  OF  AGED  PERSONS  IN  THEIR  OWN  HOMES: 

In  certain  districts,  local  Old  People7  s Welfare  Committee; 
were  active  during  the  year  maintaining  home  visiting  an 
providing  social  activities  The  provision  of  a meals  servic> 
in  Neilston  by  the  Local  Committee  referred  to  in  the  las 
report  was  unavoidably  delayed  due  to  transport  difficulties 
but  it  was  hoped  that  a start  would  be  made  with  the  servict 
to  a limited  number  of  home-bound  old  people  early  in  the  Nei 
Year  The  provision  of  a chiropody  service  has  also  been  con 
sidered  by  several  committees  but  the  possibility  of  a direc- 
service  being  inaugurated  by  the  local  Health  Authority  ha; 
meantime  delayed  development  along  voluntary  lines  The  interes' 
shown  and  time  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  old  people  by  these 
Committees  now  functioning  is  greatly  appreciated  and  welcome! 
and  is  a most  valuable  contribution  to  the  problem  of  the  aged. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


The  number  of  admissions  to  mental  hospitals  arranged  by 
Authorised  Officers  throughout  the  County  showed  a decrease  of 
four  compared  to  the  previous  year 

This  years  figures  are  shown  below  the  total  for  year 
ended  1953  being  twenty -five  females  and  twenty-three  males 


l es  Females 

First  District  Council  Area  5 3 

Second  District  Council  Area  2 1 

Third  District  council  Area  2 

Fourth  District  Council  Area  3 4 

Fifth  District  Council  Area  1 2 

Burgh  of  Barrhead  , 

1 4 

Burgh  of  Gourock 

4 

Burgh  of  Johnstone  4 2 

Burgh  of  Renfrew  3 

21  23 


The  mental  hospitals  within  the  County  accounted  for  the 
ulk  of  the  admissions  but  in  one  or  two  cases  patients  had  to 
be  removed  to  hospitals  outwith  the  County  area,  notably 
Glasgow  Royal  Mental  Hospital,  There  was  also  one  removal  to 
ochgilphead  but  the  patient  was  transferred  to  a hospital 
within  the  County  after  a short  stay 

The  Welfare  Services  Officer  and  a medical  officer  visited 
nental  patients  on  probation  and  other  boarded -out  patients  on 
»ehall  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  Similar  visitation  and 
supervision  was  carried  out  in  the  cases  of  boarded- out  mental 
defectives  for  whom  the  County  Council  are  responsible. 

The  number  of  boarded -out  mental  patients  and  mental 
defectives  under  guardianship  is  as  follows  - 
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Mai  es 


Fe*a l es 


(a)  Mental  Patients  - 


Within  the  County 
Outwith  the  County 


2 

2 


1 


(b)  Mental  Defectives  - 


Within  the  County 
Outwith  the  County 


9 

2 


5 


15 


6 


Vacancies  in  Certified  Institutions  continued  to  be  scare 
relative  to  the  waiting  list  and  although  five  males  and  foi 
females  were  accommodated  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board ; £ 
the  close  of  the  year  there  were  still  eleven  males  and  tv 
females  awaiting  institutional  accommodation.  This  is  two  le£ 
than  the  previous  year’s  total  but  the  decrease  is  account 
for  in  part  by  the  deaths  of  three  low  grade  cases  for  whe 
vacancies  could  not  be  obtained 

When  Broadfield  Institution’s  new  accommodation  £ 
Merchiston  House  becomes  available  it  is  hoped  to  reduce  tl 
number  of  waiting  list  cases  but  as  the  majority  of  these  ai 
low  grade  it  is  doubtful  if  all  will  be  suitable  for  admissioi 
In  our  experience  it  is  the  lower  grade  defectives  with  whe 
the  greatest  difficulty  is  encountered  in  securing  suitab] 
institutional  accommodation 

Temporary  admissions  to  allow  parents  to  get  away  for 
short  holiday  were  arranged  with  the  co-operation  of  tl 
Paisley  & District  Mental  Hospital  Board  of  Management  Th: 
scheme  is  very  much  appreciated  by  the  parents  of  defecti' 
children  who  have  so  far  benefited. 

The  Paisley  & District  Voluntary  Association  for  Mentc 
Welfare  continue  to  provide  training  and  occupation  for  mentf 
defectives  under  Section  51  of  the  National  Health  Service  Ac 
at  their  two  Centres  in  Paisley.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
pupils  were  receiving  instruction  at  the  boys’  Centre  and 
girls  at  Kersland  In  addition  46  defectives  resident  in  tl 
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Count,  area  »ere  on  the  roll  of  homebound  and  receiving  regular 
tsits  and  instruction,  one  full  tine  visitor  being  eXed 

CorrporationroTpa  T C°UnCl1  *”  conJ“'Ktl°"  *ltb  the 

the  cost  of  these  1 aeal"  "ade  fi"an°lal  “"fibutions  to 
cost  of  these  services.  We  should  like  to  record  our 

rrr  °f  the  intereSt  and  enthus-s*  Shown  b,  the 
Voluntary  Association’s  officers  and  staff. 
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AIRPORT  CONTROL 

There  were  no  regular  air  services  from  abroad.  Several 
special  charter  flights  from  Scandinavian  countries  arrived 
during  the  year.  No  special  arrangements  were  necessary  to 
meet  with  health  requirements  and  the  existing  arrangements 
with  Customs  and  Excise  worked  smoothly. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

Examination  at  regular  intervals  of  all  water  supplies 
was  undertaken  during  the  year  - in  the  case  of  each  supply 
once  for  a full  chemical  examination  and  four  times  fo: 
bacteriological  control.  Any  unfavourable  results  were  dis- 
cussed with  the  County  Engineer  and  resampling  undertaken.  Th< 
standards  of  filtered  water  were  good  generally  throughout  th< 
County. 


APPENDIX 


ables  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  C,  H,  I.  J. 

R,  S,  and  T. 


K.  L.  M.  N.  0.  P.  Q. 


Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages  Registered  during  the  Year  ended  31st  December, 
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TABLE  C. — Return  of  Infectious  Diseases  Cases,  1954. 


No.  of  Cases  coming  to  the  Knowledge  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


h 


DISEASE. 


s 

68 

< 

< 


At  Age — Years 


% a 


is 

4 


gfe 

si 


ss 

6 


O Pi 
to  s 


| o2 

rW 


10 


S § 


oro-Spinal  Meningitis 

M 

II 

3 

6 

2 

II 

F 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 





| 

MBipOX 

M 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 





| 

| 

F 

4 

— 

1 

3 





4 

iimied  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ttheria  and  Membranous  Croup 

r 

M 

1 

1 

— 

i 

— 

K 

xntery 

M 

10 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

_ 

8 

I 

2 

cphalitis  Lethargica 

F 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 



4 

M 

2 

2 









2 

F 

Ipelas  

M 

II 

— 
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— 

— 

3 

5 

3 

1 

i 

10 

F 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

2 

5 

nria 
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4 

— 

— 

— 

1 
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1 

3 

1 

F' 

Jlea  
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1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

rhalmia  Neonatorum 

F 

M 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

~ Influenzal  Pneumonia 

F 

M 

2 







1 

1 

1 

1 

“ Primary  Pneumonia 

F 

6 

— 



i 





2 

3 

1 

3 

M 

63 

2 

7 

8 

5 

2 

10 

17 

12 

49 

14 

rmyelitis,  Acute 

F 

38 

2 

7 

2 

7 

3 

2 

6 

9 

29 

9 

M 

II 

— 

5 

5 

1 

9 

2 

F 

6 

— 

2 

2 



1 

| 

6 

«<ral  Fever 

M 

F 

3 







3 



3 

»^eral  Pyrexia 

M 

set  Fever 

F 

6 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 





4 

2 

M 

114 

1 

37 

71 

2 

2 

1 



92 

22 

nonary  Tuberculosis 

F 

122 

— 

32 

84 

5 

1 





97 

25 

M 

108 

— 

5 

12 

23 

25 

9 

29 

5 

69 

39 

IPulmonary  Tuberculosis 

F 

M 

74 

14 

1 

— 

10 

6 

27 

4 

22 

4 

5 

7 

2 

54 

6 

20 

8 

«oid  Para.  B 

F 

15 

— 

4 

5 

1 

2 

1 

2 



14 

1 

M 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

«oid  Fever 

F 

M 

1 

1 

1 

°ping  Cough 

F 

M 

1 

77 

14 

27 

1 

36 



1 

10 

67 

F 

74 

6 

37 

30 

— 

1 

— 

— 



3 

71 

smonia,  not  otherwise  notifiable 

M 

14 

5 

4 

1 

— 

2 

2 



14 

ro-Enteritis 

F 

M 

16 

6 

7 

4 

3 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

15 

6 

1 

-nruitic  Fever 

F 

8 

5 

2 







1 



8 

1 

1 

— 

M 

F 

1 

1 



1 







1 



blant  Fever 

M 

F 

M 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Poisoning 

F 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

r Diseases 

F 

M 

3 

17 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

7 

1 

2 

1 

3 

16 

1 

|i .... 

F 

13 

— 

4 

4 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

1 

M 

476 

33 

101 

148 

44 

36 

30 

63 

21 

306 

170 

• 

F 

409 

23 

96 

149 

53 

33 

15 

23 

17 

263 

146 

Grand  Total 

— 

885 

56 

197 

297 

97 

69 

45 

86 

38 

569 

316 

to  Hospital 


48 


TABLE  D. — Showing  the  seasonal  distribution  over  the  year 
and  the  total  number  of  cases  notified  of  each  infectious 
disease. 

DISEASE.  Jam  Feb.  Alar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.Sept  Oct  Nov. Dec.  Total 
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Chickenpox  .... 

1 

i 

1 

1 

2 

6 

Continued  Fever  - 

1 

... 

... 

— 

1 

Diphtheria  .... 

... 

... 
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E. — Distribution  of  Cases  of 


Infectious  Disease,  1954. 
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Lochwinnocb 

Erskine  Hospital 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

0 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

0 

R.A.F. 

Navy 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

0 

Army 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

(5) 

(4) 

(i) 

(-> 

(13) 

(2) 

(id 

(i) 
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(-) 

(-> 

(72) 

(15) 

(6) 

(i) 

(-> 

w 

(i) 
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19 
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TABLE  F. — Showing  the  Size  of  Houses  in  which  Cases  of  Infectio 
Disease  occurred  during  1954. 
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Two  apartments. 

Three,  apartments. 

Four  apartments. 
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2 
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1 
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... 

1 
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TABLE  H. — Diphtheria  Immunisation  Return  for  1954. 
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TABLE  K. — Methods  by  which  new  patients  were  discovered  to  be  suffering 
from  respiratory  tuberculosis  during  the  year. 


54 


i. 

o 


Q. 

C/J 

o 


T5 

5 o 

■S 

+■> 

E ■= 
■a  - 
tD 
. = 
”3  »_ 

3 

O -3 

£ ® 

H E 


•—  </) 

C/5  C 
G5 

C/5  C5 

25 

3 o 

G5  4- 

•s  § 
° £ 

o « 

f 2 

c 

= w 

Z -s 

il 

J £ 

o 

KJJ  -C 
3 


o 

sO 


o 

~o 

c 


no 

c 

- 

o 


KTN 


-o 

c 

D 


E 

Lu 


o 

H 


GQ 

< 


TABLE  M. — Hospital  Admissions  and  Discharges  (Respiratory  Tuberculosis). 

Number  of  patients  admitted  to,  discharged  from  or  dying  in  Tuberculosis 
Hospitals,  Sanatoria  or  wards  in  other  Hospitals  reserved  for  the 
treatment  of  the  tuberculous. 
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TABLE  0.— WAITING  LIST. 

Number  on  Waiting  List  for  Admission  to  Hospital  at  31st  December 
(Respiratory  Tuberculosis). 
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TABLE  P. — Number  of  cases  formally  notified  or  regarded  as  notified  as 
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B.C.C.  VACCINATIONS  PERFORMED. 
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